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Gospel Reflection / Post Commitment Weekend Script 
Delivered by Pastor / Vicar – includes suggested talking points for homily 
 
In this week’s Gospel, we hear the scribe test Jesus with this question: “Which is the first of all the 
commandments?” Jesus responds with this beautiful Jewish prayer from Deuteronomy, the shema, which 
ancient Jews would have recited daily: “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength.” But Jesus goes even beyond this traditional Jewish prayer by adding, 
“and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
This is a pretty vast vision: what does it mean to love with your whole heart, your whole being, and your 
whole strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself? First, my brothers and sisters in Christ, I would 
suggest that before we do anything, we must first receive the gift of God Himself and learn from His 
example of love. (CCC1) “At every time and in every place, God draws close to man.” He is constantly 
seeking relationship with us. He meets us in the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, to offer his 
friendship to us. [possible extended invitation for parishioners to return in-person to Mass and parish life] 
[Potential tie in for giving and friendship somewhere: John 15:13 “No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends.” There are many ways we can lay down our lives for the sake of our 
neighbor – time, talent, treasure.] 
 
In return for His friendship and goodness, Jesus invites us to love our Lord with total abandon. Together 
with the psalmist we exclaim, “How can I repay the Lord for all the great good He has done for me?” 
(Psalm 116:12). As we have studied over the past several weeks, the Scriptures teach us about three 
familiar ways of expressing gratitude to our Lord: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Our financial sacrifices, 
among many other acts of generosity and sacrifice, are one way of prioritizing our faith community, our 
neighbors, amidst the many other demands on our time and resources. 
 

[The following section can be used within the homily or as a stand-alone pulpit announcement] 
 
As you have heard, we are using these weeks to invite all parishioners to renew their annual offertory 
commitments and to bring the Lord more intentionally into their financial lives. In supporting the parish 
through offertory, you are supporting a community of faith, friends, and neighbors who all benefit from 
the spiritual and social life of our parish. Please know of my deep gratitude for the many ways you love 
one another as fellow parishioners seeking to build up the kingdom of God.  
 
Many of you were in attendance last week at Mass where you were asked to formally write down your 
renewed commitment to our parish on the campaign envelopes. I would like to take a moment to thank 
the XXX parish families who agreed to renew or increase their weekly offertory in support of our parish. 
Your commitment, when sustained, will allow us to thoughtfully plan our yearly budget, invest in our 
ministries, and address areas of key importance in our beloved Church and on our parish grounds.  
 
If you were not here last weekend, we ask that you please respond to needs of our parish by joining these 
XXX families. You are welcome to fill out the envelope located in the (location) or in your pews. Please 
include your most recent contact information and your new, intended increase, and place it in the 
collection basket.  
 
Our parish has responded with great generosity and enthusiasm. We hope to have responses from all our 
parish individuals and families by the end of this weekend. Thank you, and we look forward to 
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communicating our offertory results in the week ahead.  
 

Digital Resources  
 

E-Giving Message  
For bulletin and Flocknote 
 
As you have heard, we are using these weeks to invite all parishioners to renew their weekly offertory 
commitments, and to bring the Lord more intentionally into their financial lives. In supporting the parish 
through offertory, you are supporting a community of faith, a community of friends and neighbors who all 
benefit from the spiritual and social life of our parish. Please know of my deep gratitude for the many 
ways you love one another as brothers and sisters in Christ seeking to build up the kingdom of God.  
 
Thank you to the XX families who have renewed or increased their annual offertory commitments through 
Beyond Sunday Morning. Your personal and financial sacrifices for the growth of our parish are deeply 
appreciated. 
 
As of last weekend, more than XX families have already enrolled in our online giving program. If you 
haven’t done so already, please join us! It’s easy to sign up. Simply enroll online at <<ONLINE GIVING 
SITE>>.  Please contact the parish office at «PHONE» to receive more information. 
 
I thank you for your trust and generosity in this great mission and look forward to sharing our success in 
the weeks ahead.   
 

Social Media Samples 
Variations on the samples can be used for Facebook, Instagram and Twitter 
 
Thank you to the XX households who have renewed or increased their weekly offertory commitments to 
[Parish Name]. However, to [describe parish needs], we need 100% participation. Make your commitment 
today at [online giving link]. 
 
Thank you to the XX households who have renewed or increased their weekly offertory commitments to 
[Parish Name]. However, in order to keep our ministries thriving for generations to come, we need 100% 
participation. Make your commitment today at [online giving link]. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful 
That through our prayers, acts of service, and financial sacrifices, we may love and support our friends 
and neighbors within this community of faith. Lord, hear our prayer. 
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